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There have been a lot of studies done on the connection between emotions and music.  These studies have been done by psychologists as well as musicologists and they all make strong connections.  Over the next week we will be evaluating the depth of those connections.  This is part one.
In part two, we will connect the song to one of the theories of emotion – but that is next week.
Pick a song that you have an emotional connection to.  Remember that an emotional connection can be any emotion – love, hate, sorrow, joy, confusion, anything.
Please answer the following questions completely – yes, completely.  You can do it in a separate word document.
1. What is the person (writer/singer/lyricist) conveying in this song?
2. Print off a copy of the lyrics.
3. Examine the lyrics and cite at least 5 examples of lyrics that spark an emotional reaction for you.
a. What is that emotional reaction?
4. Does the music itself contribute to your emotional reaction?  If so, how?
5. We’ve said that emotion and motivation are inexorably tied together – does this song motivate you to do anything?  Don’t forget motivation is thoughts, feelings or actions.

